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THE PREMISE



REWILDING IS THE LARGE-SCALE RESTORATION 

OF ECOSYSTEMS

TO THE POINT WHERE NATURE

IS ALLOWED TO TAKE CARE OF ITSELF 

Rewilding seeks to reinstate natural processes and, 

where appropriate, missing species – allowing them to 

shape the landscape and the habitats within.



OUR VISION



THE REWILDING SPECTRUM
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THE FIVE PRINCIPLES OF REWILDING

Support people and 
nature together

Work at nature’s 
scale

Let nature lead Create resilient local 
economies

Secure benefits for 
the long term



www.rewildingbritain.org.uk



THE REWILDING NETWORK



KEY EXISTING LEGISLATION AND POLICY

Carrifran Wildwood, Moffat

• Wellbeing of Future Generations 
(Wales) Act 2015                                 
- improving the social, economic, 
environmental and cultural well-being of 
Wales. 

• Environment (Wales) Act 2016            
- maintain and enhance biodiversity and in so 
doing promote the resilience of ecosystems                                          
- ensuing guidance talks about improving the 
scale, structure and functioning of ecosystems 
and the connections between them

• Natural Resources Policy 2017                    
- recognises the role of nature-based solutions 
in tackling climate change

• State of Natural Resources Report 
2020                                                     
- will identify the opportunities and improve 
understanding of the challenges, including 
gaps in evidence, for sustainable natural 
resource management.



LAND MANAGEMENT POST-CAP

Public money 

for public goods

Environmental Land Management Scheme example

.



KEY POLICY OPPORTUNITIES

• Tree strategy - natural regeneration -
assisted regeneration - tree planting

• Natural flood management solutions -
routinely a feature of flood risk 
management schemes

• Water company price reviews focussing 
on upstream thinking

• Biodiversity net gain through planning

• Carbon trading markets

• Army net zero target for carbon by 2040

• NNRs for rewilding evaluating natural 
process recovery

The two sides of Haweswater



OTHER EMERGING OPPORTUNITIES

• Species reintroductions

• Rare breeds

• Virtual fencing

Virtual fencing at Geltsdale



WE NEED TO ACT NOW


